SETBACK COMMITTEE REPORT TO THE RICMONDVILLE TOWN BOARD,
MAY 14, 7109

In March 2001, the Richunondwville Town Board charged the Wind Turbine Setback
Uommttes bo mnast the settadk wsue m order 16 assernin Whether o nol Thife hid Teen
el Tty .r'|n1.l'|-||n!1-|l1-||l|1l'n think rn'l',g'l'l.‘l' alter the i.'ﬂ';ﬂ':ﬂ.‘ll apibrick racammandatinne.

FI-TL'I].' fiowr of thes n.riEjnnI arveri-rreem e crmmrittes wers 1.||."ii|i1131n- q1:||r|].' ik st

againy Boy Bilby, William Lancase, Felert Baed, and Jean Sondergaeerd,

Al the first meeting of the commities Koy Bilby vosced  desire to re-vist the Tug Hill
windl TR RS AT R IR AR 10 e ARIRIEDY manfise e valkding af the ok

somplainis that had besn made i many reporis and from multiple sources, The rest of
the committes concermed and it was decided thae Bill Lincaster would do somse research

with individuals living in the ansa & 1o what weather conditsons would demonstrate the
kegitmacy of the complunts,

It was deemed that the weather forecast for Tuesday April 28™ looked good and the trip
was planned. Due w0 the short notice, Bob Reed was umble 1o make the trip bul the

remmrung three menbers decided to go.

The three members arrived at the wind farm at approximately 2AM and spent about one
and 174 heviers emveling thenisgh the e of masde rhar ineermadne hanasen the wing

towers, Bepeated sicp wore made where we rtopped the car, shut off the anging, and got
out of the car to ligten 1o the murbines fromm multsple vanlage points, distances, and
groupangs of the turkines.

When we lirst arvived thare was a Buardy Bght to moderate wind blowing from the 5E and
the sun was shaninp. Around 11:30AM, while talking to Gordon Yancey a tavern owner
who supports Green Power but has been very vocal against the siting of tirbines oo cliose
1o pedideatial afead, the wand direchion changed to North™ortbwest with the amval of a
waather front, ond it started 1o Fein.

CORSERYATLRONS

SOUND

(I piradnl Nalés Tao Readents slsded that if was toa bad dhet we weren't there wihen
the sound was londest. One stated that on a scale of | o010 for sound, that particular day

witt ad )

The lasje blades on the turbines dafinitely genemied soupd which fuctated betoeen
epusict, to quits loud whon standing at the same location and depending on the velociny of

the wirsd which fucosiesd contiramlly in shor periads of tme. The repaned “whisasch™
g “thumping” was wrnessed by all of us throughout the day,




iy

W verified tht (e seuwmd was ofien greater e Ga e away ffom the tovwer we moved,
s haael been reported by others in the lieraiure. Roy siood direcily under the tower, and as
he walked buck to where we were, he sisted that the seund definitely grew Inder. Later
when standing at gne spot we found that the noisc genenated by towers abeut 120U feel 14
20D feet was much louder than the one just over TR fect.

e of the most disturbing phenomenons wis the sound resulting rem multiple B
peusdusviny sl el el syvichrupy, which was very definitely annoymi.

W also heard mechonival noise esmonating from several tavers that obvionsly needed
repair and observed that some were either under repudr oF hoving routine midnienanee,

We had read aboutl complaints of the different sounds emanating from uu!l;jmhut_had
nover beard any complaints about the whistling seunds thet we witnessed in Tug Hill.
The blacles of 3 few made annoying whisting sowsds et could bo beard at some
distance.

Crondon ¥ mwey™s eaplamtivn was (hat e noise is a result of the tipa of the blades _
Aevalaping ping &t fesides which csiees i change of the serodvouivs ol e blade tips
passing through the air. The sound produced results in a whistling sound.

Regardiazs of tha validiny of hix explanaion, this iz definiwly au sdded annovance factor
that we had not previously conssdered. He atso stated thil most of the wrbine blades wos

heing replaced totally or being replaced with new medal lps to remedy the problem.

ATrer luneh, we mel with Rick Beyer, an aanepoken apponent of e wisl Gaoon whose
residence is smony the towers, He originelly signed on as a participant but quickly
changed his mind after suffering the effects of the noise. Roy Bilby was partcalarly
irmteretest in the repens abo the o freqoency soise being socentsated inside
resldences and seked Mr, Hever if he would mund of we went igide Big Rioise 1o
expericnce the noise. He agreed and once inside we all concurred that no resident should
Ferve e live smeler sneh eondivion:.

Mr. Bever stated that in the winter when the jce and frozen snow sticks 1o the blades, the

noise is muktiplied 1o a depree that it is impossible o hear yourself think. This can last for
weskn A A 1ime In rhe wirtar Tnoaddinan, wes and fogyy damp weatsers also greatly

enihances the noee throughout the yeas

Finally, our committee observed that the Tug Hill terrain, a twelve-mile plateau on which
P wimel Furm i situsded, 15 drastically Silfedenr than thie rolling ills mmd valkoys ol e
Town of Bichmondville. The wind industry itselt sdmite that rolling hills and valleys
enhance sound generated by wind turbines and therefore, increased sethack distances
rraEer b ke inen conskisrmion when shing mrbines.




ACID RATNY

We all poticed brownish stains on the wwers below the nacelles on many of the towers.
Joan quastioned Cordon Yaney about the stoins that we were observing and if they were
a3 a result of the acid rain in the arca, Tle replicd that the stains were a tesult of s
leaking of lubnicating oils and the antifreere used in the nacelles.

He stosexd, “we wire told that the nacclles nover leaked oil but if vou look at nwost of the
tuweas, by all bave Us heks which are being dispersed agminst the wwers by the
fanning of the blades™ Again, we realized that Gordon Yancey is not an advocate for
Rlling thess wWrwers oo close 1o residences, bat we did feel that this wos some mmporinm

additionol information o cxplore if noccasany.

While in Rick Beyer’s home. he told us about the effect the wind turbines had on bis TV

TRCEpUnm, Chme mime e e woild B Gas b e s blade passed through the
transrmesion held, the pletura would be hike a snowhield passing over the sereen. Gordon
Yancey made the same comments as to the reception at his place of business.

Rick Reayer aattd that be ik forced do close his curtaine because the reflection of the
turming biades on the scréen coming through the window is like a contimzal moving
mirror in his living room. Hiz son is unable ta use his computer without closing heavy
curtadns w ilock vl e whirding refflection. Mr Reyer aranad that the company offered fo
milrigars the pichlEm by boyimg hem some e curtabne.

While working in his garage Mr. Bever can no longer listen to his radio hecause it fades
i and vl as De dersonstraied ioooe, due e the nirkins interersnss Minthly complaants
15 the eamipany, Wwhich has sssured ham that they would mitigate the problems, have

resulted in nothing being done in over tvo years.

FLICKER

Whilc the sun was shining in e moming we wens shle wimazs the Alcker e thi
large blades made when reflecting o the surmounding wooded areas and abss on the open
pastures, This took place af a time when the sun was South of overhead, due to the fact
that it was still April. We were not there st sunset or sunrise when the most bathersome
cffects are purgamted i e tie presiest due o the angle o8 rhe shadans



OTHER CONSIDERATIOMS

Sinze pur orginal recommendstions mude in O Gl of 2008, there hus been o rend

LOWATDS IncrEased setnacs both in the 115 and In Barope, and o call [ wors rescarch
concemning the Public Health effects of Wind Farms siting

SETBACK COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

Az a result of our wsit bo Tug Hill #nd dsckselion 2 the wean-up meeting of he
Committee attended by al four members, it was th unanimous decision of te
Committes Members to recomemend & sethack of ne closer than 2300 from tye property
i e Tl G FeduinEmenns remining the sme u i e oigioal recommendations
made last full,

Respectfully Submitted,

Roy Bilbv
William Lancaster
Inan Sondergaard
Robert Reed

Members of the Richmondville Sethack Commitiee



